
Why Student
Attendance Matters 

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S
SUCCESS

Students are expected to
arrive on time and stay
for the entire school day

If your child is absent, you
must notify the school
office

Review school calendars as
days off & breaks are
posted on each school’s
website

What Parents Can Do
You play a key role in building strong attendance habits. Here’s how you can help:

Communicate with the school about any lateness, early pick-ups, or absences
Schedule appointments after school or on non-school days
Plan vacations during school breaks
Have a backup plan for getting your child to school if something unexpected happens
Build healthy routines:

Create regular bedtimes to ensure enough sleep. Cell phone & electronic usage should end before
bedtime.
Have clothes & backpacks ready the night before.

Address anxiety early—if your child is worried about school, talk to their teacher or school counsellor
 

Every Day Matters – Together, we can help all students learn, grow, and succeed!  

What is Chronic Absence?

In the Okanagan Similkameen School District, we all share the responsibility - educators, families, and
community members - to help every student not only succeed but thrive. A key part of that success is
being at school every day.
When students miss school they:

Miss valuable learning that cannot be replaced with homework
Fall behind in reading, especially by Grade 3
Struggle more in later grades
Are less likely to graduate from high school

Missing 20% of the school year (about 3-4 days per
month)
Includes excused absences, unexcused absences, late
arrivals, early pick-ups, and suspensions

Are less engaged in school. Group work, hands-on
activities, and daily social experiences can’t be recreated.
Teachers must adjust plans and spend time helping
absent students catch up, which impacts the whole
class. Every missed day affects learning.


